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THE REAL THING - 17O YEARS OF PHOTOGRAPHY

The invention of photography in the forms of the Daguerreotype and the calotype
were immediately hailed for their exquisite ability to represent appearances. In this
course first attempts at fixing light impressions and successive technical advances
will be described as a background to discussing the ubiquitous nature of the
photographic image in its many manifestations. The work of notable photographers
will be included throughout the course to exemplify different approaches to the art
and practice of photography.

The course will be co-ordinated by Gary Blackman who will be the main presenter.

Other presenters will be

-David Eggleton (Poet, writer and critic, author of Into the Light: A History of
NZ Photography1)
-Max Oettli (Head, Department of Photography, Otago Polytechnic)
-Erika Wolf (Department of History, University of Otago)

The Lecture Programme

5 March Inventing photography. Fixing the camera image - achievements of 19th

century photography - some great photographers - from art
photography to pictorialism and the advent of modernism - 'reading'
photographs. Gary Blackman

12 March The photograph as social document. Photojournalism and reportage -
the decisive moment' - reality into 'surreality' - death and "improper'
subjects. Gary Blackman

19 March The author as photographer. Soviet writers and the camera. Erika Wolf

26 March 'Retrovision and other Reflections. The photograph as exploration and
personal expression, some questions of context and understanding of
images. Max Oettli

2 April Learning to see ourselves: a survey of New Zealand photography.
Some significant colonial photographers of the 19th century and their
role in recording NZ history - the growth of Camera Clubs, and
photography as an art form - its social uses as the pre-eminent visual
medium of the day. Some prominent photographers of the latter half of
the 20th century who show the relationship of photography to cultural
development. David Eggleton

9 April New photography and new ways of seeing. Enlarging the boundaries -
invading the art world - text, image and the photobook - the digital
revolution. Gary Blackman


